;^pln. No.: 09/411,125 

Amendment Dated June 17, 2004 

Reply to Office Action dated Feb. 20, 2004 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for dotormining selecting a carrier for shipment 
of a package from an origin to a destination based on carrier specific delivery 
commitmen t information data for th e shipm e nt of a packag e from an origin to a 
d e st i nat i on by a carr ie r, comprising th e st e ps of : 

(a) dotorm i n i ng tho dostinat i on area for tho package basod upon its intended 
d e st i nat i on , 

(b) dotormining tho selecting a service level supported by the carrier for 
delivery of the package from the origin to the destination area, 

(g) selecting d e t e rmin i ng a d e s i r e d class of service for delivery of the a 
package w i th r e sp e ct to i ts d e liv e ry by th e carr ie r , 

{d) based upon the selected d e term i n e d class of service for the package, 
determining a service column index value, 

(e) based upon the service level supported by the carrier for delivery of the 
package from the origin to t he destination area and the determined service column 
index value class of s e rv i c e d e sir e d , locating a specific cell in a delivery commitment 
matrix comprised of a plurality of cells , wherein each cell contains tf^e delivery 
commitment information for that carrier for the selected spoc i fiod service level and 
selected class of service d e sir e d , an4 

(f) reading said delivery commitment information for that carrier from f or the 
specific sp e c i fi e d cell^ 

selecting the carrier for shipment of the package if the delivery commitment 
information for that earner from the specific cell corresponds to a desired delivery 
commitment for shipment of the package. 

verifying said delivery commitment information relative to a real time clock to 
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produce verified delivery commitment information. 

if said verified delivery commitment information is at a time later than a pre- 
determined cut-off time, posting a notification of said later time, and 

detennining whether or not said selected carier and/or said selected service 
level is to be maintained or whether an alternative carrier and/or alternative service 
level is to be selected . 

2. (Currently Amended) The A method of for dotormin i nq carrier spoc i fic 
commitment data as dof i nod i n claim 1, wherein the service column index value 
valuos and class of service sorvicos are maintained in a token map. 

3. Canceled. 

4. (Currently Amended) The A method of for dotormininq — carr i er spocif i c 
comm i tm e nt data as d e fin e d i n claim 2, wherein service levels supported by a carrier 
are maintained in a destination map, wherein for each destination area supported by 
the carrier^ information is stored in a location of the destination map related to the 
service level supported by the carrier for that destination area. 

5. (Currently Amended) The A method oL _for dotormining carr i or spoc i fic 
commitmont data as def i ned i n claim 4, wherein the destination map has a location 
for each postal ZIP code and wherein a code is stored in e ach such the location for 
each postal ZIP code . 

6. (Currently Amended) The A method of for dotormininq carrier spocific 
commitmont data as dofinod i n claim 5, wherein a null code is stored in each 
destination map postal ZIP code location which is not supported by the carrier. 

7-10. Canceled. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A system for selecting a cannier for shipment of a package 
from an origin to a destination based on d e t e rm i ning carrier specific commitment data 
for tho shipment of a package from an origin to a dest i nation by a cannier, comprising: 
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(a) means for detorm i ning tho dostination aroa for the package basod upon its 
intondod dest i nat i on, 

{b) means for selecting a d e t e rm i ning th e service level supported by the 
carrier for delivery of the package from the origin to t he destination-afea, 

(g) means for selecting d e t e rmining a des i r e d class of service for delivery of 
thea package with r e sp e ct to its d el iv e ry by th e carri e r , 

(4) means , based upon tho determ i n e d class of sorvico for tho package, for 
determining a service column index value based upon the selected class of service 
for the package , 

(e) means, based upon the service level supported by the carriery for delivery 
of the package from the origin to the destination afea and the determined service 
column index value c l ass of sorvico dosirod , for locating a specific cell in a delivery 
commitment matri x comprised of a plurality of cells , wherein each cell contains the 
delivery commitment information for that carrier for the selected sp e c i fi e d service 
level and selected class of service d e s i r e d , and 

(f) means for reading said delivery commitment information for that carrier 
from fof the specific spoc i fiod cell^ 

means for selecting the carrier for shipment of the package if the delivery 
commitment information for that carrier from the specific cell corresponds to a desired 
delivery commitment for shipment of the package, 

a real time clock to verify said delivery commitment information to produce 
verified delivery commitment information, and 

means for posting a notification of said later time and determining whether or 
not said selected carrier and/or said selected service level is to be maintained or 
whether an alternative carrier and/or alternative service level is to be selected if said 
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verified delivery commitment information is at a time later than a pre-determined cut- 
off time . 

12. (Currently Amended) The A system of f oF — d e t e rm i n i ng — carr ie r — sp e c i f i c 
comm i tm e nt data as d e fin e d i n claim 11, wherein the service column index value 
valu e s and class of service s e rv i c e s are maintained in a token map. 

13. Canceled. 

14. (Currently Amended) The A system of for d e t e rm i n i ng carrier spoc i fic 
comm i tm e nt data as d e fin e d i n claim 12, wherein service levels supported by a 
carrier are maintained in a destination map, wherein for each destination afea 
supported by the carrier^ information is stored in a location of the destination map 
related to the service level supported by the carrier for that destination-aFea. 

15. (Currently Amended) The A system of for dotorm i nina earner spocific 
commitment data as defined in claim 14, wherein the destination map has a location 
for each postal ZIP code and wherein a code is stored in e ach such the location for 
each postal ZIP code . 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of A method for d e t e rmin i ng carri e r spoc i fic 
commitment data as dofinod in claim 15, wherein a null code is stored in each 
destination map postal ZIP code location which is not supported by the carrier 

17-20. Canceled. 
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